





We inspire New York City public school students to love reading by bringing accomplished authors

and their books into classrooms and creating rich, innovative literacy programs. Our programs
take place in underserved Pre-K - 12 public schools, are part of the class curriculum and meet the

Common Core Learning Standards.
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Have you ever met a third-grade su-
perhero? Or a 9-year-old community
leader? You can find them and more in
Class 3-223. The students used The
Amazingly Awesome Amani by Jamiyl
and Tracy-Ann Samuels to examine the
importance of being good citizens in
their local communities.

During his first visit, co-author Jamiyl
spoke with students about the impor-
tance of standing up for themselves,
their friends, and others. He encour-
aged them to consider how they could
influence change in their community
with their unique perspectives and de-
sire for equality.

Jamiyl returned for a second visit and
helped the class design a community
superhero together. Students used this
model to create individual superhero
personas that could help affect change
in their communities. Pollution, home-
lessness, and bullying were just some
of the significant issues that they want-
ed their superheroes to address.

Behind the Book drama consultant Kar-
en Butler then worked with the students

to bring their superheroes to life. Through the-
ater games and exercises, students were able
to channel their inner heroes using sound and
movement to defeat obstacles.

Students also created superhero emblems and
capes with guidance from Behind the Book
teaching artist Candice Humphries. Behind the
Book writing coaches worked with the students
to describe the characteristics of their superhe-
roes and what they hoped these superheroes
could accomplish.

Through this book you can experience their
imagination and passion. These students have
many ideas to help cure some major problems.
We hope that it inspires you to harness your
inner superhero to empower your communities.
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About the Student Authors

Class 3-223 is a class of 23 intelligent, creative, and talented third graders. We are great
readers and writers. We will never give up! We always try our best to be the best students!

Visiting g
Author About Behind the Book

Behind the Book creates intensive learning and empowering experiences for New York City
# | public school students. Working with classes from Pre-K through the 12th grade, Behind the

&t y e Book brings authors and their books into individual classrooms to build literacy skills and cre-
£ 4K g N ate a community of lifelong readers and writers. Each of a series of workshops is designed to
bring books to life to inspire and engage the students. Behind the Book programs are part of
the class curricl_J'IUm.é[Td°{n,é:<?t,ir!e '(}Q'mm'on, Core Learning Standards.

Jamiyl Samuels has been creatively writing for over 25 years. Whether it is screenwriting or
making numerous contributions to entertainment magazines, blogs and websites as a free-

lance writer, creating poetry or song lyrics, he continues to do what he loves while striving to A A AP A
make an impact with his work. °.°..°.°..°.°..°.'. A |
.... ..-. ..o. ..o..o..o..o..o. ° ..-. .... .... |
Tracy-Ann Samuels serves as an Ambassador for Autism Speaks and spearheaded the S A A ..'. .:...:...:...:...:gv ‘\ ALY VRN , (
idea to turn “The Amazingly Awesome Amani” into a series of children’s books. She aims to AR ..°. ..'. o:.o:.o:'o:.;?./‘;:'. ..%» * \/
spread awareness about Autism through literature and community outreach via in-school SR A A A A I A A A AU RO A
dings, panel discussions, and speaking to patrons at festivals and book fairs B A A I A Y M O A SR
rea g’p ! p g p ' '_~.-.o.o...........‘...C.o.o.
: 'o'o..........Q QL0 0" e

STt .....0.0'..)...,.‘“.....

They are founders of W.R.E.a.C Havoc Enterprises, a company that fosters growth, creativity e et e '.".ﬂ.o‘.'b:‘. "o".oo "'. 22500 $.% ; \

and education through informed written content, film, and recorded music. They are current- IR A I A AR POT IR :.
ly working on expanding the children’s book series and growing their small business online. B
They reside in New York with their two children.



Common Core
Learning Standards
Addressed

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.1

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate under-
standing of a text, referring explicitly to the text as
the basis for the answers.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.3

Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, mo-
tivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions
contribute to the sequence of events

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experi-
ences or events using effective technique, descrip-
tive details, and clear event sequences.
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Behind the Boob

We bring authors and
illustrators into the classroom
to make reading and writing an

awesowme experience!

www.behindthebook.org




