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Behind the Book’s (BtB) mission is to develop engaged readers and writers in underserved
NYC public schools by designing and delivering in-school literacy programs that are multi-
disciplinary, culturally responsive, and promote deeper connections to books and their
authors.

Visit us at www.behindthebook.org

© 2020 Behind the Book
Behind the Book ® 216 West 135th Street ® New York, NY 10030
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Behind the Book

We dedicate this book

Principal: Mr. Stevens

Program Liaison: Ms. J. Williams tO our 'FaMILles

Volunteers: Carmelita Blake, Pamela Butler, Mary Lucy Castano, Victoria Colon, Aurora
Douglas, Mikala Everett, Robin Gibson, Deborah Lee, Arna Lewis, Summyr Mason, Kimberly
Morales, Amy Muller, Leena Parikh, Jessie Paulino, Kristen Rodriguez, Nomi Schwartz,
Brianna Soleyn, Kamryn Spence, and Fi Whalen

Program Coordinator: Joss Lake
Teaching Artist: Candice Humphries
Book Coordinator: Nina Dunhill
Book Designer: Krystal Pratt
Printing: BR Printers; coordinated by Kathleen McCourt and Lauren Parrott

Special Thanks: To Public Allies, El Museo del Barrio, and Keturah Abdullah

In the interest of honoring student voice, Behind the Book presents students’ work as received
from the teacher.

This book was made possible by a generous grant from The Korein Foundation.



About the Program

How do people change the world2 Class 5-520 learned all about the lives of those who
stand up and fight for their beliefs. Emma Otheguy, author of Marti’s Song for Freedom
visited the class to talk with students about José Marti, the Cuban independence leader.

She described how he devoted his life to freedom for the people of Cuba. The class

thought about questions to ask other activists and leaders and listed significant people they
would like to learn more about. Behind the Book research coaches then came to the class
and helped students explore the lives of these important figures. Behind the Book writing
coaches worked in small groups with students as they transformed their research into more
focused biographies. The class considered how their subjects endured their most difficult
moments and reflected on how much they had relied on their courageous spirits along

with the support of others. To continue their investigation into bravery and activism, Class
5-520 toured El Museo del Barrio’s exhibition, “An Emphasis on Resistance,” and were
introduced to progressive Latinx artists and their work. Emma Otheguy joined the students
on the field trip and added valuable context to make it a memorable experience. Back in the
classroom, Behind the Book teaching artist Candice Humphries showed students how to make
imaginative portraits of the activists and leaders they had researched using acetate and
paint. Students experimented with symbols, colors, and patterns to better reflect the figures

that they studied. We hope you feel inspired to make a difference and try to change the

world as you read about these inspiring individuals.

5Cémo cambiamos el mundo? La clase 5-520 aprendié todo sobre las vidas de aquellos que

luchan por sus creencias. La autora Emma Otheguy (Cancién por la libertad de Marti) visitd
la clase para hablar con los estudiantes sobre José Marti, el lider independentista cubano.
Ella describié cémo dedicé su vida a la libertad para Cuba. Los estudiantes pensaron de
preguntas para hacerles a otros activistas y enumeraron a personas importantes sobre las
que les gustarian aprender més. Los entrenadores de investigacién de Behind the Book
llegaron a la clase y ayudaron a los estudiantes a explorar las vidas de estas figuras
importantes. Los entrenadores de Behind the Book trabajaron en pequefos grupos con

los estudiantes mientras transformaban sus investigaciones en biografias mds enfocadas.

La clase consideré cémo sus sujetos soportaron sus momentos més dificiles y reflexioné
sobre cudntos habian confiados en sus espiritus valientes junto con el apoyo de otros.

Para continuar su investigacién sobre la valentia y el activismo, la clase 5-520 recorrié

la exposicién de El Museo del Barrio, “Un énfasis en la resistencia”, y conocieron a los
artistas latinos progresistas y sus trabajos. Emma Otheguy se unié con los estudiantes en la
excursién y agregé mds contexto para que seria una experiencia memorable. De vuelta a la
clase, la artista docente de Behind the Book, Candice Humphries, mostré a los estudiantes
cémo hacer retratos imaginativos de los activistas y lideres que habian investigado usando
acetato y pintura. Los estudiantes experimentaron con simbolos, colores y patrones para
reflejar mejor las figuras que estudiaron. Esperamos que se sienta inspirado para hacer la

diferencia en cambiar el mundo mientras que lee sobre estas personas inspiradoras.
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Las hermoenas mirabales en Libertos
by Adrian
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La Independisancion Dominicana
by Angel S.
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by Angel S.
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A Brave Woman
by Franciely
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Juan Pablo Duarte

by Karleny
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The Butterflies

by Leslie
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by Leslie

Woman can change the World

by Lisveth
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The Great and Brave Simon

by Leynin
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Gyan Luchador

by Mariderlin
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The Butterfly
by Milka
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Venezolanos
by William

S/.f/;m Bollvor fias/o Cn Lene 2 ULl 27

So.siton 20 4¥a fpa.cio o 81 [ZF2 ¥ Iujre  op.

dICICnbre (2 dOI [T20. Lo jnfortomic dE Sinaas Loims

Er 2Ll IS haon BoltPop- 200 nil2o 1 L/dep Je

Lepezicra Yy sedre STV SERD  Sitpon Bosrleot  &r e

VEprzue oo v ‘¢ Ppofro L™ FEQlor Bp prrfZ UVE, A

Y tor  PPrrofic Fo yo Pl Fropn - L P i

E,./:’ . ;C L /Dé‘-’r’f' Adeéf 0/ IR b _/:-;‘_y!\(..i.ff;:‘.d/gf’_ﬂ-':’ Lon il a= Lo

Ll EZo/onal movidonlo P& F&¥ Jde. Efﬂwﬁm

30




The Librator Leader
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About the Visiting Avthor

Emma Otheguy is the author of the bilingual picture
book Marti’s Song for Freedom (Lee & Low, 2017)
about Cuban poet and national hero José Marti,

as well as her newly-published middle-grade novel
Silver Meadows Summer (Knopf, 2019), which

Pura Belpré-winning author Ruth Behar called “a
magnificent contribution to the diversity of the new
American literature for young readers.” Marti’s
Song for Freedom received five starred reviews,
was named a Best Book of the Year by Kirkus
Reviews, School Library Journal, and the New

York Public Library, and was the recipient of the
International Literacy Association’s 2018 Children’s
and Young Adult Book Award in Intermediate
Nonfiction. Emma’s forthcoming projects include
her contribution to Newbery Honor-winning author
Adam Gidwitz's Unicorn Rescue Society middle

Read more at
grade fantasy series, to be released in spring

2020, as well as A Sled for Gabo, the first of two
picture books with Atheneum, due out in fall 2020.

www.emmaotheguy.com

About the Student Authors

We at class 520 are a group of kids that are kind, happy, smart, sweet, wonderful, helpers,

tambien somos amistosos, estudiosos, unicos, amables, y hermosos. Lo mejor de todo es

que somos bilingue!




About Behind the Book

Behind the Book creates intensive learning and empowering experiences for New York City
public school students. Working with classes from Pre-K through the 12th grade, Behind
the Book brings authors and their books into individual classrooms to build literacy skills
and create a community of lifelong readers and writers. Each of a series of workshops

is designed to bring books to life to inspire and engage the students. Behind the Book

programs are part of the class curriculum and meet the Common Core Learning Standards.

Common Core Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.2
Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key

details; summarize the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.7
Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate

an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information

clearly.
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